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“How this man hives!”
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How sanitation worker
Hong Seong-pyo
‘shares happiness’ 5
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“Do you know the happiness volunteering brings you?”

o147 S1AD|3HY November 24, dongchun 2-dong community service center opens
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up a ‘voluntary barber service’ for senior citizens aged 65 and over
between 9:30am and noon on the last Thursday of each month.

After he finishes up his morning shift, Hong hurries over to the com-
munity service center. “The elderly, they come early and wait. | have

Because of his occupational duties, Yeonsu-gu sanitation worker Hong Seong-pyo (54) works some time but | think | should hurry,” Hong says.

twice a day, between 5:00am and 9:00am and between 1:00pm and 5:00pm. During his mid-day As he enters through the door, he greets some of the other volun-
break between 9:00am and 1:00pm, there’s something he does everyday without fail. He finds
those who need his help and offers his services as a barber voluntarily. After he finishes his vol-
unteering session, he heads over to seonhak-dong where his afternoon shift begins. This is how cold weather. Do you have your number? Wait in your seat for a mo-
he has spent his day, everyday for 10 years.

teers and the folks waiting there. Hong says, “Youre here early in this

ment please. WEll begin as soon as I'm ready.’

) He takes out his barber tools one after another from his bag. He lays
=-AE_EEs] (St0rE IR

Written and photographed by Park Young-hee (Reporter, Yeonsu Hanmadang) out all the tools including different scissors for various different pur-
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poses, combs, electric shavers, and sponges neatly.
When he puts on his apron and holsters his scis-
sors and comb in his belt pocket, Hong is ready to
serve. Now, his volunteer barber service begins in
earnest. As he calls out the number on the waiting
list, an elderly person sits in the barber’s chair.

He says, “This gentleman really does a great job-!
Give me a good haircut!”

“Will do, sir” Hong replies.

He volunteers between 9:20am and noon. Its less
than three hours but he serves dozens of people
each day with his quick hands and veteran barber
work.

“It makes me feel better when | see the elderly
with clean and neat hair. Also, it feels fulfilling when
they thank me and like their new look. Although
they can't express it very well, | know it from their
faces. That's why | volunteer” Hong explains. As a
veteran volunteer barber, he services his customers

with a big smile.
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I cannot tell you
how happyIam
to volunteer for
those who need

my help.
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“That’s why I’'m happy!”

Hong is a barber with a national professional certificate. 10 years ago, he was
looking for some voluntary work that would fit in with his occupation and that
was when he learnt ‘barbering’

Hong says, “I began working as a sanitation worker 10 years ago. | worked in
two shifts, one in the morning and another in the afternoon, and it seemed
like a waste to just let the four hours in the middle go by. | started wondering
what meaningful activity | could do using those hours. Thats why | began vol-
unteering. Before | volunteered, | went to a barber academy and learnt bar-
bering skills. At first, | hurt myself a lot because | kept cutting myself with the
scissors. With the skills | learnt back then, I'm still volunteering fromm Monday
to Friday. | cannot tell you how happy | am to volunteer for those who need
my help”’

Sanitation worker Hong says that its a shame that he can't serve more people
because he can only volunteer during a limited time frame which comes be-
tween his morning and afternoon shifts.

He says that there are times where people waiting quarrel with each other
because they mix up their waiting numbers. But when he promises to attend
to them a week later and returns, they greet him even more eagerly. So that
makes him happy as well.
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I want to live
tomorrow
volunteering for
those who need
me, just like
today.

That’s my wish.

2017 January Vol.249

“My broom and my scissors are
the source of energy for my life!”

Hong’s planner is full with his daily volunteer schedule. On Mondays, he
works at the square at Bupyeong station. On Tuesdays, he works at the
Ongnyeon-dong sanitarium. On Wednesdays, he's at the Yeonsu-gu
community service center and social welfare facility. On Thursdays,
Hong works at the Yeonsu-gu community service center as well as
Seonhak park. Finally on Fridays, he works at the Incheon Medical Cen-
ter and the Sakhalin welfare center. These are the places where Hong
has promised to meet those who need his help. His daily life, which re-
peats itself every day, takes on even greater meaning and displays even
greater warmth and kindness as the temperature drops.

Now, his barbering skills are at a professional level, enough to satisfy his
harshest customers.

Sanitation worker and volunteer Hong has walked along his path, un-
wavering for more than a decade. His hands seems to say that his scis-
sors and comb are the source of energy for his life.

“Volunteering is my life. I've never thought it was tiring. | always enjoy it
while I'm doing it. Its something that I've chosen because | like it” Hong
says.

As he finishes up for the day as a barber, he takes off his apron and
removes all the cut hair on his clothes using a sponge. There's a pile of
silver hair on the floor now.

Hong continues while packing up his comb and scissors into his bag, “For
the two and a bit hours 'm here volunteering, | serve 15 to 20 people.
It's tough because | have to stand all the time but its okay because | en-
joy it. After I'm done, I'm in a hurry because | have to get a quick bite for
lunch and then begin my afternoon shift at 1:00pm.” Hong adds, “l want
to live tomorrow volunteering for those who need me, just like today.
That's my wish”’
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INFO & EVENTS

Manuary Culture & Art Event,Notice

Title : Imagination playground

Time and date : 14:00~18:00, every
Saturday between January 7 and 21, 2016
Subject : A study of Korean history in
movies

Content : Exhibitions and curriculum
related experiential activities

Eligibility : 30 students, 3rd grade in
middle school

Venue : Standing exhibition hall and
Haeneomi room

Application : December 9 (Fri) ~ December
31 (Sat), 2016, apply via phone or email
Admission fee : Free

Inquiries : 032) 440-6739 (must specify)

1st Class of 2017 for Academic Pro-
grams at the Women’s Plaza

Class term : January 02 (Mon) ~ March 25
(Sat), 2017 (3 months)

Eligibility : Incheon Metropolitan City
residents, 18 years old or above. Please
not that enrolment may be subject to age
or gender restrictions depending on the
course

Application period : 09:00, December 12
(Mon) 2016 ~ 18:00, January 13 (Fri), 2017
Application method : Women’s Plaza
website (wp.incheon.go.kr), provided on a
first-come-first-served basis online
Academic courses : 47 courses, 62 classes
Tuition : KRW 20,000/month (textbooks,
class materials excluded)

Inquiries : Incheon Women’s Plaza

@ 815-7101~3

Nokcheongja Pottery Class

Time : 10:00 ~ 12:00, every Saturday
Venue : Nokcheongja classroom inside
Artplug

Eligibility : Priority given to Yeonsu-gu
residents, 15 students per class on a first-
come-first-serve basis

Application : Phone or on-site

Tuition : KRW 20,000 (per person, four classes)
Class material cost : KRW 40,000 (per
person, four classes)

Content: Produce vessels for everyday use
within four weeks (total of four classes)

[€EF &

January 07 (Sat
~ February 04 (Sat),
2017

No classes on January 28
(Sat) on account of lunar
new year holidays

Carpentry DIY class

Time : Wednesday program - 10:00 ~ 12:00,
every Wednesday

Saturday program - 10:00 ~ 12:00, every
Saturday

Venue : Carpentry classroom inside Artplug
Eligibility : Priority given to Yeonsu-gu
residents, 15 students per class on a first—
come-first-serve basis

Application : Phone or on-site

Tuition : KRW 30,000 (per person, five classes)
Class material cost : KRW 70,000 (per
person, five classes)

Content : Produce furniture for everyday use
within five weeks (total of five classes)
Wednesday program

Class no. Class term (5-week program)
1 January 04 (Wed
~ February 01 (Wed), 2017

Saturday program
Class Class term

no. (5-week
January 07 (Sat) |No classes on January 28
1 | ~February 11 (Sat), | (Sat) on account of lunar

2017 new year holidays

Common information

Inquiries : Yeonsu-gu House of Culture,
Artplug & 749-6882~6885,

behind e-mart near Dongchun station

Yeonsu-gu Women’s Choir Members

Application period : November 28 (Mon) ~
December 30 (Fri), 2016 [32 days]
Application method : On-site application
(Culture and Sports Division, Yeonsu-gu
Office)

Application desk : Culture and Sports
Division, Yeonsu-gu Office

B 749-7292

1st class of 2017

Class term : January 2 (Mon) ~ March 18
(Sat), 2017 (3 months)

General recruitment

Recruitment period : 09:00, December 15
(Thu), 2016 ~ 18:00, January 09 (Mon),
2017 = Professional and practical living
courses : clothing, cooking, barista, comput-
er, embroidery, beauty, home fashion etc.
09:00, December 16 (Fri), 2016 ~ 18:00,
January 09 (Mon), 2017 = Culture academy
courses-special lectures: music, art, pho-
tography, dance, foreign language, yoga,
table tennis etc.

Enrolment : Register for membership and
apply for enrolment online = Complete
tuition payment = Enrolment registration
complete

Eligibility : Incheon Metropolitan City resi-
dents, 18 years old or above (male students
can enroll within 20% of total course size)
(male students cannot enroll in skin beauty
and dance courses)

Membership registration guide : Please refer
to important notes during enrolment

All courses will be provided on a first-come-
first-serve basis, and the final application
will be accepted at 18:00, January 09 (Mon),
2017. (Including additional recruitment pe-
riod)

Inquiries : & 440-6550
http://women-center.incheon.go.kr

For Free Subscription :

Enrollment Information for the Incheon
Cyber Education Center for Citizens in
December 2016

The Incheon Cyber Education Center for Citizens

(cyber.incheon.kr) will offer free educational

content featuring a total of 136 courses in foreign

languages, professional certificates, personal

interests, and hobbies in December 2016.

« Tuition : Free (non-Incheon citizens can also
enroll for free)

« TOEIC, licensed real estate agents, computer
application, Korean language for foreigners etc.

+1 hour volunteering activity credit given if
students complete the youth volunteering
course

Study information

Site name : Incheon Cyber Education Center for

Citizens (www.cyber.incheon.kr), *Available in

mobile-friendly environment

Study method : Anyone can register for

membership. Upon registration, users can enroll

and study in any class for free 365 days a year

Academic courses

Basic courses : 136 courses 439 classes

Fleld Course

®English @Chinese ®)apanese @German ®Russian

Foreign ®Malay-Indonesian @Vietnamese ®Spanish
language  @Arabic @ltalian @Thai @Turkish @Portugese
@French ®TOPIK

(Certified real estate agent @ Agricultural product

quality inspector ®Housing Manager @Vocational
Counsellor, Junior ®Licensed administrative agent

Professional ®Data processing engineer @Word processor

®Computer application @Craftsman cook, Korean

certificate food @New renewable energy generating unit
(industrial) engineer @Social worker, Senior
@Chinese characters proficiency test @Korean history
proficiency test @Computer-aided tax accounting

'Personal 107 courses on safety, health, history of Incheon,

interests- 3 .

: volunteering activity etc.
hobbies

Special courses : 6 courses 112 classes

Fleld Course

Special course,
Korean for
foreigners

immigrants
Thai, Filipino, Malay-Indonesian)

Incheon Metropolitan City Human Resources
Development Center, Education Support Team
@ 440-7674~5

(lanuages offerred: Chinese, Russian, Vietnamese,

6 courses including Korean classes for female married

"Yeonsu Hanmadang_is distributed for free. Please send us your address, name and telephone number
via our e-mail (mummmy@korea.kr) or phone (749-7402 : PR Team, Yeonsu-gu office)
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EALTH INFORMATION oo YO

The year of

Jeongyu, named |
according to the
principles of the
‘Sexagenary cycle’

With December 2 3 |ng t b cIose the

‘'year of ‘Byeongshin’is giving w

of ’Jeongyu Such names as

year follow the principles of the :
cycle’which originated from China. Historical-
ly, China and Korea referred to each year us-
ing a calendar system based on this sexage-
nary cycle.The sexagenary cycle consists of 10
‘Cheongan’(10 heavenly stems) and 12 Jiji'(12

earthly branches). Cheongan is also known

as the ‘Shipgan’and includes what is known
as gap, eul, byeong, jeong, mu, gi, gyeong,
sin, im, gye’ which represent the logic behind
heavenly changes.

2017, the year of Jeongyu; is the
year of the chicken

This year is the year of Jeongyu’. the 345th combi-
nation among the 60 ganiji.

‘Jeong’ refers to the color red which means 2017 is
the year of the 'Red chicken’.

When you ask someone their age, you can ask

what year in terms of the ji you were born in in-

stead of asking their age directly.
The 10 gan and 12 ji is a calendar system that has
been preserved for a very long time within the

traditions of the east. Therefore it is easy to find

traces of the 10 ganand 12 ji. Also, the sexagenary
cycleis used for ‘Tojeongbigyeol, a traditional for-
tune telling method. The sexagenary cycle along
with the yinyang and the five elements theory
from China were used to determine the fortunes
of allthings. People bomin the year of the chicken

refer to those bornin 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, and

1993
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